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evidence and to conduct such cross-ex-
amination as the presiding officer de-
termines is required for a full and true
disclosure of facts. The presiding offi-
cer shall receive relevant and material
evidence, rule upon offers of proof and
exclude all irrelevant, immaterial or
unduly repetitious evidence. However,
the technicalities of the rules of evi-
dence prevailing in courts of law or eq-
uity shall not control the conduct of a
Formal Presentation of Views. The pre-
siding officer shall take all necessary
action to regulate the course of the
Formal Presentation of Views to avoid
delay and to maintain order. The pre-
siding officer may exclude the attorney
or witness from further participation
in the particular Formal Presentation
of Views and may render a decision ad-
verse to the interests of the excluded
party in his absence.

(2) Decision. The presiding officer
shall make and file an initial written
decision on the matter in question. The
decision shall be filed within 10 days
after completion of the oral presen-
tation. The decision shall include:

(i) A statement of findings of fact,
with specific references to principal
supporting items of evidence in the
record and conclusions, as well as the
reasons or bases therefor, upon all of
the material issues of law or discretion
presented on the record, and

(ii) An appropriate order.
The presiding officer’s decision shall be
final and shall constitute the Final De-
termination of the Secretary unless re-
versed or modified within 30 days by
the Secretary. Notice of the Final De-
termination shall be given in writing,
and transmitted by registered or cer-
tified mail, return receipt requested, to
all participants in the proceeding. The
Final Determination shall be conclu-
sive with respect to persons whose in-
terests were represented.

[41 FR 19852, May 13, 1976, as amended at 51
FR 34467, Sept. 29, 1986]

§ 3282.153 Public participation in for-
mal or informal presentation of
views.

(a) Any interested persons may par-
ticipate, in writing, in any Formal or
Informal Presentation of Views held
under the provisions of paragraph (f) or
(g) of § 3282.152. The presiding officer

shall, to the extent practicable, con-
sider any such written materials.

(b) Any interested person may par-
ticipate in the oral portion of any For-
mal or Informal Presentation of Views
held under paragraphs (f) and (g) of
§ 3282.152 unless the presiding officer de-
termines that participation should be
limited or barred so as not unduly to
prejudice the rights of the parties di-
rectly involved or unnecessarily to
delay the proceedings.

[51 FR 34468, Sept. 29, 1986]

§ 3282.154 Petitions for formal or in-
formal presentations of views, and
requests for extraordinary interim
relief.

Any person entitled to a Formal or
an Informal Presentation of Views
under paragraph (f) or paragraph (g) of
§ 3282.152 in order to address issues as
provided for in § 3282.151(a) may peti-
tion the Secretary to initiate such a
Presentation of Views. The petition
may be accompanied by a request that
the Secretary provide appropriate in-
terim relief pending the issuance of the
final determination or decision. No in-
terim relief will be granted unless
there is a showing of extraordinary
cause. Upon receipt of a petition, the
Secretary shall grant the petition and
issue the notice provided for in
§ 3282.152(b) for Formal or Informal
Presentation of Views, and may grant,
deny or defer decision on any request
for interim relief.

[51 FR 34468, Sept. 29, 1986]

§ 3282.155 Investigations.
The procedures for investigations and

investigational proceedings are set
forth in part 3800 of this chapter.

[61 FR 10442, Mar. 13, 1996]

§ 3282.156 Petitions for investigations.
(a) Any person may petition the Sec-

retary in writing to open an investiga-
tion into whether noncompliances, de-
fects, serious defects, or imminent
safety hazards exist in manufactured
homes. A petition shall include the rea-
sons that the petitioner believes war-
rant an investigation, and it shall state
any steps which have previously been
taken to remedy the situation. The pe-
tition shall include all information
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